ASIAN AMERICAN & PACIFIC ISLANDER
HERITAGE MONTH

Asian Pacific American Heritage Month (APAHM) is celebrated in May to commemorate
the contributions of people of Asian and Pacific Islander descent in the U.S. May was
chosen to commemorate the arrival of the first Japanese immigrants to America on May

7, 1843, and to mark the anniversary of the completion of the transcontinental railroad (by
many Chinese laborers) on May 10, 1869. In 1992, the official designation of May as APAHM
was signed into law. Since 2009, President Obama has issued proclamations designating
May as Asian American & Pacific Islander Heritage Month.

2014 Theme: 1AM BEYOND
The theme was selected by the Smithsonian Asian Pacific American Center. The phrase

reflects the aspirations of those who transcended beyond barriers fo equal opportunity in
America.

PROFILE: Larry Dulay Itliong

Larry Itiong was the founder of the Filipino Farm
Labor Union. He was born on October 25, 1913,
in San Nicolas, Pangasinan, Philippines, and after
completing the sixth grade immigrated to the
United States.

On arriving in Seattle, WA, Itliong worked on the
nearby farms as a child laborer and later in the
Alaskan salmon canneries. He moved to California
in the late 1930s and joined the ranks of Filipinos
working in the huge agricultural fields in the central
part of the state.

In 1956, he founded the Filipino Farm Labor
Union, and in 1959, he served as organizer for
the American Federation of Labor-Congress
of Industrial Organizations (AFL-CIO)-affiliated
Agricultural Workers Organizing Committee
(AWOC). In the early 1960s, Itliong united Filipino vegetable and grape workers intfo a
cohesive group and established a union headquartered in Delano, CA.

Taken From: American Social Leaders and Activists, American Biographies. Read More at: hitp://
www.fofweb.com/activelink2.asp?

NOAA's OAR Equal Employment Opportunity Office - Website: www.eeo.oar.noaa.gov
NOAA is an Equal Opportunity Employer




