Asian Pacific American Heritage Month (APAHM) is celebrated in May to commemorate the history,
culture and contributions of Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders in the U.S. May was chosen to
commemorate the arrival of the first Japanese immigrants to America on May 7, 1843, and to mark the
anniversary of the completion of the transcontinental railroad (by many Chinese laborers) on May 10,
1869. In 1992, the official designation of May as APAHM was signed into law.

The theme was selected by the Federal Asian Pacific American Council (FAPAC)
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