
By Lynn Daniel, NOAA/ESRL Director’s Office

Linda Arroyo-Holmstrom, a Colorado native, granddaughter 
of coal miners, and a self-identified Chicana, spoke about 
her family’s history at NOAA Boulder on September 20. 
Arroyo-Holmstrom was invited by the OAR/EEO Diversity 
Program Office and the Boulder Labs Diversity Council to 
commemorate National Hispanic Heritage Month. 

“Our history is just as important as everyone else’s and it 
has been far too long that we have been overlooked,” Linda 
stated before talking about her family’s story. Both of Linda’s 
grandfathers were miners, so she named her presentation 
“Miners: My Family Story” and welcomed NOAA Boulder 
employees into her family’s history. “We’ve been here for 
generations,” she stated. 

As she recounted to her audience, the story of Linda’s family 
is similar to the stories of many who came from Mexico 
to escape the Mexican Revolution in the early 1900s. Her 
paternal grandfather came to the U.S. in 1919. The other side 
of the family represents the migrant path; with deep roots 
going back to the 1600’s in the United States. Linda’s family 
worked its way up through New Mexico and to Colorado. 
Her father’s father emigrated to work one of the more than 
100 active mines in southern Colorado. However, working in 
the mines required one to own their own tools. In a video 
interview that she shared, Linda’s grandfather explained how, 
at age 13, he was exposed to the brutal working conditions 
of coal mining. 

Because coal mining was seasonal work, during the summers 
families would travel north to work the sugar beet fields and 
then return to the mines during the winter months. Even 

though conditions were tough, Linda said “they worked their 
hardest to make a better future for their children.” 

Linda is very active in exploring Latino history in Colorado. 
She is a graduate of the University of Colorado Boulder with 
a bachelor’s degree in education and a master’s degree in 
multicultural foundation. After more than 30 years teaching 
in the Boulder Valley School District, Linda now works with 
the Boulder County Latino History Project. She has been an 
active member since its inception in 2013.  

Linda ended her presentation by reflecting on a handful 
of memories from her childhood. She told the group that 
you never left the house unless you were clean and well 
dressed and that her family celebrated everyone’s birthday 
and honored their ancestors. Linda said that her family 
worked hard in the mines, the beet fields, and also to dispel 
stereotypes about Latinos. She finished by stating that her 
history is vital to understanding the area in which we live.  
Linda’s talk gave NOAA employees a better understanding of 
the Latino history of the area in which they live and work. 
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